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Hugh Tait : 5000 Years of Glass  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised 5000 Years of Glass: 

This is a new edition of this definitive world history of glassmaking and decorative techniques from 2500 BC, updated 
to cover the first decade of the 21st century. This classic book traces the history of glassmaking from its origins in 
Western Asia some 5000 years ago, through the invention of glassblowing around the first century BC, to the 
introduction of mechanised processes and new styles in the 19th and 20th centuries. It highlights the flourishing 
industries of ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt, the extraordinary achievements of the Roman Empire, the elegant 
vessels of the Islamic Near East, the superb mastery of Renaissance Venice and the wide ranging experiments of 
modern Europe and America. With a new final chapter by John P. Smith, Editor of "The Glass Circle" journal, to bring 
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the book right up to date with the latest developments, 5000 Years of Glass is still the definitive single volume general 
history of this most versatile art form.

About the Author Hugh Tait joined the British Museum in 1954, was appointed Deputy Keeper of Medieval and Later 
Antiquities in 1969 until his retirement in 1992. He was an Honorary Fellow of the Corning Museum of Glass and a 
former President of the International Association for the History of Glass. His numerous publications include (as 
author) The Golden Age of Venetian Glass and (as editor) 7000 Years of Jewelry, which has sold more than 15,000 
copies in the United States and Canada. 


