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Julian Darius : And the Universe so Big: Understanding Batman: The Killing Joke  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised And the Universe so Big: Understanding Batman: 
The Killing Joke: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent analysis of the final scene, Barbara Gordon's crippling and 
the Joker's origin storyBy Frank L. Greenagel IIMr. Darius uses his skills as an English professor to analyze the text 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1481041703


and art of Alan Moore's "Killing Joke." He discusses the assault on Barbara Gordon (and recent feminist criticism of 
it) and the origin story of the Joker that appears here (and becomes somewhat sacred in the DC universe). He makes an 
excellent point that the Joker is better viewed as being formed in chaos without a strong origin story, a notion that he 
notes the creators of the 2008 movie "The Dark Knight" stayed true to. Fascinating.In regards to Barbara Gordon, he 
has this to say:"Barbara's crippling is only one instance in which female characters have been killed, raped, or 
brutalized in the service of male -focused plots. There's no getting around this fact. But this wider critique can hardly 
be applied to any single story: one cannot responsibly say that no story can include such elements...Moreover, damage 
to female characters is the logical result of the old 'damsel in distress' trope'." (42)A good portion of this book is 
dedicated to examining what happens at the end of the story between Batman and the Joker, namely, does Batman kill 
him? Mr. Darius discusses his point of view and examines the text and art throughout the book for clues. He makes a 
strong case, but says that it is ultimately ambiguous. My mind is made up though.3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. Outstanding lit crit for comicsBy CustomerI found this to be a great companion piece for The Killing 
Joke. I discovered it on the Kevin Smith podcast, Fatman on Batman, and picked it up. I spent some quality time with 
both texts and feel like I learned quite a bit. I would be very interested to do this with more comics as I feel it is a very 
different experience and adds tremendous depth. Well worth the small price.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Interesting if a bit problematicBy The BizInteresting short little essays in book format, would have been better 
were it not tainted by the Grant Morrison "Batman Totally Kills Joker theory" which misses the overall theme and 
message of the story Moore presents, but whatever. Can't always have your cake and eat it too.

In 1988, Alan Moore and Brian Bolland's BATMAN: THE KILLING JOKE offered a violent, literate, and 
controversial take on the Joker's origins and his relationship with Batman. Now, Dr. Julian Darius examines it in the 
context of the high-art ambitions of 1980s super-hero comics, exposing the narrative's ambiguities and secrets. From 
Sequart Organization. More info at http://sequart.org
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