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Robert F. Loeffler : Step-By-Step Compo and Mold Making  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Step-By-Step Compo and Mold Making: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW IS IN THIS 
EXCELLENT BOOK!By Matilda May ApplebeeYou don't have to look any further for anything you need to know 
about compo. Everything is in this book right down to the smallest detail. I almost didn't buy this book because of 
other reviews, but after receiving it, I knew exactly why other reviews were written. And that was to keep the secret of 
compo a secret. This book was also written so beautifully. EXCELLENT, EXCELLENT BOOK.You WILL NOT BE 
DISAPPOINTED! Guaranteed.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. greatt how to bookBy Gordon 
cariveauthis is a good book for learning how to make and use comp. I would like to see an update, i understand that 
there are improvements in the making of compo. I would like to learn them. Gordon0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy Green GoddessNice publication, can be hard to find.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0963238752


This book is a first in the trade which provides a centuries-old secretive process for the creation of decorative 
ornamentation. Compo formulation was a jealously guarded "secret" which was kept in families and handed down 
mostly from father-to-son. Through this medium which is commonly known as "Compo," certain trades such as the 
picture framing and furniture manufacture industries, permitted manufacturers to mass produce previously hand carved 
one-of-a-kind wood ornamentation.

"For centuries, the secrets for compo formulation and the related craft of mold making have been closely guarded. 
Until now, a framer wanting to learn these techniques was hard put to find a willing teacher. In Step By Step Compo 
and Mold Making, the techniques are finally being shared. Bob Loeffler, who has been a framer since 1967, wanted to 
give something back to the industry. His philosophy is: 'Share your knowledge. In the end we will all be richer for the 
experience!'. . . . . . . . . ." -- Linda Goffstein, Decor Magazine, October 1992"This book describes compo and mold 
making, including various techniques and finishes, as well as how to make a homemade press and repair damaged 
compo designs and frames. Pressing, applying, and storing ornaments and mixing compo formula are also covered." -- 
Art Business News - October, 1992.From the PublisherThis book may be used as a primer for anyone wishing to start 
or expand a craft-oriented business. One professional compo repair job, for example, would pay for this book.From the 
AuthorMy wife and I "lived" the processes detailed in this book. After practicing the various aspects of creating 
frames in our basement, we opened a part-time picture framing business in 1967. Shortly after that we met a master 
craftsman who also became our mentor. Our mentor. who passed away at the age of 101, had already accumulated 50 
years experience by 1967 creating and mounting compo ornaments in his own business. He learned his trade from 
master craftsmen in his time too, and became well known in the picture framing trade. Under his tutelage we became 
proficient in making various molds and in the formulation and application of compo ornaments in our own picture 
framing business. The techniques imparted in this book are based on the accumulation of knowledge from masters of 
past centuries. Our mentor was famous for framing the well known nude painting called "Stella," which is still hanging 
in a Nevada saloon last we heard. We also had the privilege of assisting our mentor with the creation of compo picture 
frames which were hung in the lobbies of a famous San Francisco Hotel depicting scenes of the 1906 earthquake. Old-
timers should remember this hotel which was located near the old historic "Crystal Palace," long since torn down. This 
is a wonderful trade/craft that will provide great satisfaction and a good livelihood to any dedicated individual. We 
know because we did it ourselves and we credit this business with allowing us to "retire" early to our dream location in 
the gold country of the Sierra mountains. 


